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DIALOGUE      % 

BETWEEN 

Sir  Andrew  Freeport, 
and 

TlMOtHY     S  Q_  U  A  T,      Efq-y 

On  the  Subjetf  of  E  X  C  I  S  E  S. 

Sir  AndrewFreeport. 
W^^M  Y  good  Friend,  I  am  heartily  glad 

fe^M  to  meet  y°u  here-   'Tis  *°  lons  a 

l§|     J^M  time    fmce  we  faw  one  another, 

Sl&illfi  that  tho'  you  may  have  Civility  e- 

nough  to  know  me  again,  I  am  in 

fome  doubt  whether  I  may  pretend  to  the 

fame  Friendfhip  which  once  was  between  us. 

Squat.  Who  have  we  here !   My  old  Friend 

Sir  Andrew  Freeport  out  of  his  Shroud  yet  ? 

Or  is  it,  rather,   his  Ghoft?     Let  us  make 
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Hands  before  we  go  any  further,  that  I  may 
know  whether  it  be  a  Sprite,  or  Flefh  and 
Blood  that  I  am  talking  to. 

Sir  Andr.  With  all  my  Heart,  Sir. .. 
Well,  can  you  give  more  Credit  now  to  your 
Hands,  than  Eyes}     For  my  part,  I  mould 
as  eafily  believe  I  could  feel  a  Ghojl,  as  fee 
one. 

Squat.  Hum !  -^-  Yes,  faith,  'tis  the  fame 
old  Stick  of  Oak.  ■  Why,  I  concluded 

that  you  had  been  Excis'd  before  this  time  -, 
and  that  the  old  Commijfoner,  with  his  Hour- 
Glafs  and  Scythe,  had  beat  up  your  Quarters 
long  ago. 

Sir  Andr.  Excis'd,  Sir! 

Squat.  Ay,  Sir  -,  cut  off  from  the  Land  of 
the  Living  amongft  the  reft  of  your  antique 
Brethren,  by  this  political  Fever. 

Sir  Andr.  You  are  true  to  your  old  Hu- 
mour ftill,  I  perceive,  and  are  as  great  a 
Friend  to  Rallery  as  ever. — I  was  not  exempted, 
as  you  may  imagine,  from  the  general  Shock-, 
but  with  the  help  of  a  clear  Head  and  found 
Heart  I  ftood  my  Ground,  and  as  you  both 
fee  and  feel,  Sir,  am  not  yet  Excis'd. 

Squat.  I  can't  give  you  much  Joy  of  your 
Efcape,  Sir  A?idrew>  for  when  we  are  on  the 
brink  of  lofing  all  that's  dear  and  valuable  in 
Life,  every  brave  Man  wou'd  wifh  to  give  up 
the  Shadow  with  the  Subftance,  and,  like  the 
Roman  Carto,  greatly  fall  with  a  falling  State. 

Sir  Andr.  1  don't  apprehend,  Sir,  what  you 
mean.  —  For  Heaven's  fake,  what  are  we  go- 
jng  to  be  depriv'd  of?  Squat. 


[s  ] 

Squat.  Our  Liberties  and  Properties,  Sir.— ■ 
You  can  be  no  Stranger,  fure,  Sir  Andrew, 
to  the  Confpiracy  that's  form'd  againft  us. 

Sir  Andr.  Blefs  us !  What  Confpiracy  ? 
What  are  they  going  to  do  to, us?  Is  there 
a  Proclamation  to  be  iflu'd  againft  Trade  ?  Is 
our  Privilege  of  being  govern'd  by  Parlia- 
ments to  be  taken  away  ?  Is  Ship-money ,  or 
Tonnage  and  Poundage  going  to  be  levy'd  upon 
us  ?  Is  a  Star-chamber  to  be  erected  ?  Is  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  repeal d?  Or  is  the  Pre- 
tender and  Popery  coming  in  upon  us? 

Squat.  Pfha !  thofe  are  mere  Trifles  -,  Po- 
pery is  as  good  as  any  other  Religion,  and 
the  Pretender  is  nothing  but  a  political  Scare- 
Crow. No,  Sir,  'tis  fomething  more  ter- 
rible than  any  thing  you  have  mention'd.  We 
are  to  be  Excis'd,  Excised,  Excis'd,  Sir  ! 

Sir  Andr.  Oh!  I  beg  pardon,  Sir.  I  find 
you  have  been  carrying  on  the  Jefl  all  this 
while,  and  fneering  the  blind  Clamour  that 
has  been  rais'd  againft  Exci/es  by  the  Populace 

of  late. But,  by  the  way,  let  me  obferve 

to  you,  Squire,  that  you  ought  either  by  Tone 
of  Voice,  or  fome  fignificant  Gejlures,  to 
make  a  Difference  between  Earnejl,  and  your 
Ironical  Gravity.  I  profefs  I  was  fo  dull  at 
firft,  as  to  think  you  was  ferious. 

Squat.  Andfo  I  was,  Sir in  downright 

fober  Sadnefs,  upon  my  Soul,  Sir — rand  there- 
fore I  tell  you  once  more,  that  we  are  all  to 
be  Excised,  undone ,  devour  d 

Sir  Andr.  Good  lack !  I  prorefs  I  am  forry 
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for  it.  I  had  only  heard  that  there  was  a 
Scheme  on  foot  to  levy  the  Duties  upon  Wines 
and  Tobacco  by  way  of  Excife ;  But  — 

Squat.  But  what,  Sir?  S'death  and  Fu- 
ries !  is  not  that  enough  ?  Is  destroying  our 
Trade,  rifling  our  Houfes,  and  Striking  at  the 
Root  of  all  National  Liberty,  nothing  at  all 
then? 

Sir  Andr.  Dear  Squire,  don't  always  think 
and  fpeak  in  a  Paffion.  A  heated  Imagina- 
tion often  conjures  up  hideous  Spectres,  where 
the  calm  Beholder  can  find  nothing  to  frighten 
him.  However,  fince  you  have  Started  this 
Topick,  I  don't  care  if  I  talk  with  you  a  lit- 
tle upon  it.  But  you  muft  firft  give  me  leave 
to  make  one  Requeft  to  you. 

Squat.  With  all  my  Heart. 

Sir  Andr.  Which  is,  that  you'd  not  fly  out 
into  any  Heat  in  our  Conversation. 

Squat.  Done. 

Sir  Andr.  That  you'd  anfwer  without  In- 
vectives to  whatever  fhall  be  faid ;  and  that 
we  may  reafon  the  Thing  as  clofely  and  coolly 
as  pomble. 

Squat.  Ay,  ay :  Well,  let  us  come  to  the 
Point. 

Sir  Andr.  Why  then,  Sir,  I  would  fain 
know  lor  what  real  Reafon  you  are  fo  averfe 
to  this  Alteration  ? 

Squat.  For  the  fame  Reafon,  Sir,  that  I  am 

fond  of  my  Intereft  and  Liberty. —  Have 

you  read  the  Craft/man  upon  this  Subject, 
Sir  Andrew? 
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[7] 

Sir  Andr.  I  have,  Sir. 

Squat.  I'm  glad  of  it.  I  my  f elf  was  the, 
Author  of  thofe  Papers.  You  muft  therefore 
think  me  no  Plagiary,  if  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  Difpute  I  borrow  moft  of  what  I  (hall 
fay  from  them. 

Sir  Andr.  Not  at  all. And  at  the  fame 

time  I  (hall  expect  not  to  be  laugh'd  at,  or 
interrupted,  if  I  make  ufe  of  fome  Arguments 
which  have  been  already  publifh'd  by  Osborne, 
Meanwell,  Englijh,  or  any  other  Author, 
Scotch  or  Iri/hy  with  a  Name  or  without  one, 
fo  they  are  but  to  the  Purpofe.  Since  Truth 
is  the  Game  we  are  in  chafe  of,  no  matter 
what  way  me  is  hunted  down. 

Squat.  Ay,  ay,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make 
ufe  of  the  whole  Kennel}  and  a  bleffed  Pack  of 
Hounds  they  are. 

Sir  Andr.  You  talk  as  you  write,  I  fee. — ' 
But  to  the  Bufinefs  directly,  Sir,  and  fet  forth 
your  Objections,  that  the  Value  of  them  may 
be  try'd,  or  I  fhall  wave  the  Difpute,  and  take 
my  Leave. 

Squat.  I  fubmit  to  your  Directions,  moft 
folemn  Sir.  But  is  it  your  Will  and  Pleafure 
that  my  Objections  mould  be  propos'd  and  ar- 
gu'd  all  together,  and  that  your  Anfwer  be  to 
the  Whole  at  once  ?  Or  would  you  have  the 
Objections  offer'd  fingly,  and  anfwer  'em  fe- 
parately  ? 

Sir  Andr.  I  prefer  the  laft.  We  mall  be 
both  better  able  to  form  a  Judgment,  by  hav- 
ing the  Objections  produc'd  and  anfwer'd  fe- 
parately.  Squat, 


in 

Squat.  I  comply,  Sir.  In  the  nrft  Place 
then,  I  object  againftthe  Converfon  of  Cujloms 
into  Excifes,  as  deftruflive  of  the  general  In- 
ter eft  of  Trade,  and  highly  pernicious  to  the 
Britijv  Commerce. 

Now  as  the  Profperity,  Strength,  and 
Riches  of  this  Nation  depend  on  Trade,  all 
poffible  Encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  Profecution  of  It  5  and  thofe  engag'd  in  it 
have  a  Right,  at  lead,  to  the  common  Privi- 
leges of  their  Fellow-Subjedts.  But  no  Perfori 
tinder  the  Laws  of  Excife  can  be  faid  to  en- 
joy the  Freedom  which  Englijhmen  claim,  be- 
ing depriv'd  of  a  fair  and  impartial  Trial  by 
furies,  and  fubjected  to  the  arbitrary  Deter- 
mination of  a  Set  of  Court -Officers,  who  have 
Power  to  interpret  and  execute  the  Laws  as 
they  pleafe. 

The  Commifjioners  and  their  inferior  Offi- 
cers are  not  only  Profecutors ,  Evidences  % 
fudges,  and  Executioners,  in  their  own  Caufe, 
but  are  like  wife  dependent  on  the  Crown,  Sir 
Andrew,  for  their  Pen/Ions  and  Places-,  fo  that 
they'll  feldom  lofe  a  Caufe,  I  warrant  'em,  or 
fcruple  to  give  any  unjuft  Sentence,  in  order 
to  gratify  the  Malice  and  Avarice  of  a  corrupt 
Minifier.  In  no  other  Cafes  is  the  Caufe  lefc 
to  the  Determination  of  the  fudges,  but  there 
mud  be  like  wife  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Verdicl  of  Twelve  indifferent  Neighbours,  Good 
Men  and  True.  But  this,  alas,  is  not  the  Cafe 
of  the  poor  Trader  under  the  Laws  oi  Excife, 
he  is  left  to  the  final  determination  of  a  Pack 
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of  mercenary  CommiJJioners,  who  are  not  his 
Equals  or  his  Friends,  and  therefore  will  have 
no  regard  to  any  thing  but  the  Improvement 
of  the  Revenue. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  bad  Circumftance 
of  Excifes  with  regard  to  Tirade.  In  Duties 
upon  Importation,  a  Man  has  full  Power  over 
his  Goods  as  foon  as  he  gets  'em  into  his 
Warehoufe,  and  may  difpoje  of  'em  as  he 
pleafe  without  being  iubjecl  to  be  molejled. 
But  in  the  other  cafe,  no  Man  can  call  his 
Goods  his  own  tho'  he  has  paid  the  Duty  for 
them,  being  always  liable  to  the  Inquijitions 
of  thofe  mean,  impertinent,  rafcally  Fellows 
the  Exci/emen,  who  think  it  their  Duty  to  be 
as  Vexatious  as  pollible.  His  Property,  poor 
Man,  mull  be  impri/ond  in  Shops  and  Ware- 
houfes,  under  mercilefs  Keepers  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  he  has  no  Power  of  moving 
or  difpofing  of  it,  without  a  kind  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  call'd  a  Permit.  Here's  Severity, 
here's  Perjecution,  here's  Slavery.  Horrible ! 
a  Man  had  better  cut  his  Throat  at  once,  and 
leave  his  Shop  to  the  Exci/emen,  and  his  Fa- 
mily to  the  Pari/h.  And  now,  Sir,  what  have 
you  to  fay  to  this;  dare  you  fay  any  thing  in 
defence  of  your  Scheme  after  this  ? 

Sir  Andr.  In  good  troth,  Squire,  one  has 
need  of  no  fmall  fhare  of  Courage  to  fay  any 
thing  to  it  at  prefent.  You  both  talk,  and 
look  io  very  eager,  and  angry,  that  I  queftion, 
whether  either  Friend/hip  or  gray  Hairs 
will  be  a  fufficient  Sanation  when  I  come  to 
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contradict  you.  However  a  Gentleman  that 
has  the  Prowefs  of  Squire  Squat  will  fcorn  to 
draw  upon  a  naked  Man — 

Squat.  A  naked  Man,  Sir?  you  have  a 
Sword  by  your  Side,   I  fee. 

«S7r  Andr.  True,  Sir,  but  it  has  hung  there 
fo  long  as  a  mere  Appendage  to  Drefs,  and  is 
grown  fo  old  in  Lazinefs  and  Ruft,  that 
'tis  bound  both  to  the  Peace  and  Scabbard^ 
for  the  Life  of  the  Owner — Be  not  therefore 
Cholerick,  good  Squire,  but  give  me  leave  to 
difplay  my  Anjwer  to  your  firft  Objection,  and 
then  you  may  either  go  on  with  the  reft,  or 
elfe  let  us  have  your  proper  Reply  —  The  firft 
Objection  you  was  pleafed  to  make  is,  that 
Excifes  fubject  the  Trader  to  a  new  Set  of 
Laws,  and  deprive  him  of  an  Englijbman's 
Privilege,  a  Trial  by  'Juries.  • 

'Tis  certain  that  this  Privilege  is  an  inva- 
luable Bulwark  to  our  Liberties  againft  any 
Endeavour  of  the  Prince,  to  diftrefs  his  Sub- 
jects by  arbitrary  Methods,  and  in  Cafes  of 
iuch  a  Nature,  ought  to  be  ftrenuoufly  af- 
ferted.  But  as  in  Caufes  relating  to  the  Col- 
lection of  the  publick  Revenues,  the  Barrier 
betwixt  the  Crown  and  the  Subject,  is  no  ways 
affected,  it  hath  been  always  deem'd  reafona- 
ble  by  the  Legijlature  to  vary  from  the  com- 
mon Method,  and  to  direct  many  of  'em  to 
be  determin'd  in  a  lefs  expenjive  and  more 
fpeedy  way.  A  Trial  by  Juries  has  been 
found  by  Experience  in  many  Inftances  to  be 
liable  to  greac  Exceptions ;  for  which  Reafon 

the 


the  Adminijlrators  of  Jujlice  are  impower'd 
by  Law,  to  proceed  againft  various  kinds  of 
Offenders  mfeveral  Cafes,  befides  thofe  rela- 
ting to  the  Excife,  in  a  fummary  way,  and 
without  Trial  by  Jury.  And  that  this  is  in 
the  general  both  to  the  Eafe  and  Advan- 
tage of  the  Parties  themfelves  is  I  think  un- 
deniable—  Here  a  Trader  may  be  his  own 
Advocate,  without  being  at  the  Expenfe  of  a 
Weftminjler-Hall  Procefs,  and  tho'  he  defer- 
vedly  lofes  his  Caufe  his  Judges  have  the 
Power  of  being  merciful  to  him,  and  mitiga- 
ting his  Fines  in  proportion  to  his  Abilities  : 
A  Power  which  is  always  exercis'd  by  'em, 
with  the  utmofr.  Candor  and  Humanity. 
Whilft,  on  the  contrary,  where  the  Trial 
and  Verdift  is  by  Juries,  the  whole  Penalty 
mull:  be  necerTarily  inflicted. 

But  you  grow  Satirical  after  this,  and  tell 
us  that  the  CommiJJioners  and  their  Officers  are 
nothing  but  Courtiers  and  Penfioners,  and  Beafts 
of  Prey,  who  to  keep  their  Places,  will,  as 
Wittoll  fays  in  the  Play,  flea  Men  alive,  fell 
their  Skin  and  devour  their  Members  ;  but  fu  re- 
ly, furely,  Squire,  this  is  only  fixing  a  Candle 
to  the  Tail  of  &  Kite,  in  order  to  terrify  the  gaz- 
ing Populace.  They  are  as  inoffenflve  humane 
good-natur'd  Gentlemen  as  any  in  the  World, 
and  have  nothing  terrible  about  'em,  'till 
drefs'd  in  the  Masks  that  you  are  at  fuch  pains 
to  make  for  'em,  and  then  indeed  they  com- 
mence Bugbears  at  once.  You  mould  confider, 
hafty  Man,  that  Contefts  with  regard  to  Pay- 
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ment  of  the  publick  Revenue,  are  not  Dif- 
putes  between  the  Prince  and  his  Subjects, 
but  between  the  Nation  in  general  and  par- 
ticular Perfons.  The  Publick  Revenue  is  the 
Revenue  of  the  People,  and  is  difpos'd  of  by 
them.  Let  it  be  ever  fo  much  increafed  by  an 
Excife,  the  Crown  has  no  advantage  from  it. 
As  to  that  Part  of  it,  which  does  not  imme- 
diately relate  to  the  Support  of  his  Majejlys 
Houfhold  and  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  an 
Account  is  annually  given  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  People,  how  it  has  been  apply'd; 
and  as  to  the  other  part,  which  is  call'd  the 
Civil  Lift  Revenue,  that  can't  be  increased  by 
any  Augmentation  in  the  Revenue  it  felf;  for 
tho'  particular  Funds  are  appropriated  for 
the  Payment  of  it,  yet  whatever  is  above  the 
Sum  fix'd  by  Parliament,  is  by  Parliament  ap- 
ply'd fome  other  way.  The  Prince  therefore 
can  be  no  ways  personally  interefied  by  the 
Determinations  of  the  Commijjioners,  nor  by 
any  means  be  induc'd  to  influence  'em  in  their 
Proceedings.  Neither  can  the  Commijjioners 
themfelves  have  any  Motives  to  be  partial 
and  cruel  in  their  Decifions ,  fince  they 
can  poffibly  have  no  Intereft  in  the  Difputes, 
nor  does  the  Continuance  of  their  Places  in  the 
leaft  depend  on  the  Event. 

If  we  come  on  the  other  hand  to  confider 
the  haws  relating  to  the  Cujloms,  we  mail 
find  them  grievous  and  burthenfome.  There  the 
trader  is  nigh  fure  of  being  undone,  whether 
he  lofe  or  carry  the  Day.  The  Fees  of  Officers, 
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Clerks  and  Counfel,  frequent  Delays  in  the 
Proceedings,  and  ;z<?  Cfl/fo,  if  ever  fo  fully  and 
honourably  acquitted,  are  the  Az</  Confequences 
of  being  proj'ecuted  in  the  Co^r/  of  'Exchequer. 
Whilft  thro'  the  whole  Progrefs  of  a  Profe- 
cution  before  the  Commijjionersoi  Excife,  the 
Trader  need  not  be  at  Six-pence  Expence ;  he 
has  no  Fees  of  Officers  or  Lawyers  to  dis- 
burfe,  and  tho'  he  be  found  really  guilty, 
he  is  fure  to  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  Hu- 
manity, and  to  have  the  Rigour  of  the  Law, 
in  great  meafure,  remitted  to  him.  So  that 
'tis  manifeft,  that  changing  the  Laws  of 
Cujloms  for  thofe  of  the  Excife  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  Grievance,  that  'tis  a  Benefit  to  the 
Subject. 

But  after  all,  if  we  are  fo  fond  of  Juries, 
that  no  Eafe  or  Advantage  will  compenfate 
for  their  Abfence  in  any  Cafes  whatever; 
the  Wifdom  of  our  Representatives,  who  al- 
ways accommodate  their  Proceedings  to  po- 
pular Prepofj'eJJions,  as  far  as  is  conliftent  with 
the  Publick  Good,  will  probably  induce  'em 
to  allow  of  fuch  Trials,  when  the  Parties  de- 
fire  it. 

Squat.  But  pray,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  ask 
you  if  you  have  read  the  Second  Part  of  an 
Argument  againft  Excijes  ?  There's  a  fine  Ca- 
talogue of  Opprejjions  and  Partialities  commit- 
ted by  your  Commijioners.- There's  Matter 

of  Fail,  Sir. 

Sir  Andr.  That's  more  than  I'm  oblig'd  to 
believe,  Sir for  Mr.  Danvers  himfelf,  af- 
ter 
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ter  having  been  at  the  pains  to  collect  and 
tranfcribe  thofe  Fables  dire,  very  modeftly 
owns,  that  he  can't  take  upon  him  to  vouch  for 
the  Truth  of  'em.  A  glorious  Spirit  of  Pa- 
triotifm  indeed!  to  rake  together  a  Heap 
of  fcurrilous  Stories'  againft  Gentlemen  of 
Fortune  and  Honour  in  his  Majeflys  Service, 
only  to  fcare  the  timorous  Vulgar,  and  exafpe- 
rate  the  madding  Mob.  Stories,  all  related  by 
the  Party  who  thought  themfelves  aggriev  d, 
and  which,  if  true  (as  I  won't  grant)  would 
prove  nothing  to  your  Purpofe,  fince  were 
the  fame  'Di/putes  to  arife,  and  the  fame  care- 
ful Scrutiny  to  be  made,  with  regard  to  the 
Proceedings  of  Weftthinjler-Hall,  and  the  De- 
cijions  of  Common  furies,  you'd  find  a  much 
longer  Scroll  of  Complaints  than  here.  All 
therefore  that  can  be  drawn  from  thefe  Rela- 
tions is  this,  That  'tis  pojjible  for  thofe  who 
are  in  the  Chair  of  fuflice  (be  they  fudges, 
furies,  or  Commijfoners)  not  always  to  give 
right  fudgment  -,  or  rather,  that  thofe  againft 
whom  fudgment  is  given,  be  it  right  or 
wrong,  are  fure  to  complain,  and  think  them- 
felves injur  d. 

And  thus,  Sir,  this  dreadful  Head  of  your 
Hydra,  which  you  and  your  Caleb  have  repre- 
fented  as  ready  to  devour  us,  is  found  upon 
Examination  to  be  Stinglefs  and  Toothlefs. 

Squat.  Mighty  well,  Sir.  But  now  let's 
hear  what  you  have  to  fay  to  the  other  Part 
of  my  Objection. 

Sir 
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Sir  Andr.  The  Traders  being  fubje<3:  to  the 
Inquiry  of  Excifemen  you  mean. 

Squat.  Ay,  Sir,  and  I  fuppofe  you'll  make 
out  that  to  be  a  BleJJing  too.  It  mult  be  a 
comfortable  Reflexion  to  a  Man  to  think  that 
he's  liable  every  Hour  to  have  a  fneeking,  raf- 
cally  Officer  come  into  his  Houfe,  difturb  the 
Quiet  of  his  Family,  rummage  and  ferret  every 
Hole  and  Corner,  and  carry  off  perhaps  a 
Piece  of  Plate  in  his  Pocket,  if  not  narrowly 
furveyd  all  the  time  himfelf.  This  too  is  not 
to  be  look'd  on  as  a  Grievance,  to  be  fure.  — 
S'bud  !  you.  may  as  well  fay,  that  the  Devil 
is  not  black. 

Sir  Andr,  The  firft  Part  of  your  Objeclion 
I  took  fome  time  about,  Squire,  as  it  carry 'd 
along  with  it  the  Appearance  of  OppreJJion, 
being  defirous  to  pluck  off  the  Mask  where 
the  Deception  was  not  fo  vifble;  but  here  the 
Impofture  is  fo  very  glaring,  that  none  can  be 
impos'd  on  by  it,  who  have  either  Eyes  to  fee 
or  Ears  to  hear. 

As  Taxes  are  neceffary  to  the  Support  of 
every  Government,  fo  Officers  to  collecl:  thofe 
Taxes  muft  be  neceffarily  appointed.  The 
Power  of  Excije-Officers  extends  no  farther, 
nor  is  it  more  abfolute  than  that  of  the  Cujlom- 
houfe  Officers.  Every  Trader  in  Excifeable 
Goods  has  a  peculiar  IVarehoufe,  Shop,  or  Cel- 
lar, where  fuch  Commodities  are  to  be  kept. 
Here  the  Excifeman  has  Power  to  vifit  and 
examine,  and  no  where  elfe.  This  is  no 
more  than  what  the  Cujlom-houfe  Officer  has 

over 


ever  the  Ship  to  which  he  is  appointed.  As 
the  Vender  of  Excifeable  Goods  cannot  move 
them  without  a  Permit,  neither  can  the  Mer- 
chant his  Cujiomable  Commodities  without  a 
like  Warrant  or  Sufferance  from  the  proper 
Officer.  As  the  Dealer  in  Excifeable  Goods  is 
fubject  to  high  Penalties  when  taken  in  a 
Fraud,  fo  is  the  Merchant  to  as  high  ones  for 
making  falfe  Entries.  So  that  if  thefe  Parti- 
culars are  to  be  deem'd  Hardfhips,  they  are . 
equally  grievous  under  the  Laws  of  Cuftotn,  as 
under  the  Laws  of  Excife.  As  to  what  you 
iniinuated,  Squire,  that  the  Excife -  Officer 
might  rummage  and  ferret  in  every  Room  of 
the  Houfe,  every  Hour  of  the  Day,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  Office,  and  fo  have  an  Opportunity 
of  robbing  Families  both  of  their  Peace  and 
their  Plate,    if  you  know  any  thing  of  the 

Matter,  you  muft  know  it  to  be  falfe. He 

has  not  the  leaft  Power  of  going  any  where, 
but  into  thofe  Warehoufes  appointed  for  fuch 
Goods  as  he  fupervifes.*  On  an  Information, 
indeed,  upon  Oath,  of  Excifeable  Goods  con- 
ceal? d  in  any  Houfe,  he  may  enter  and  fearcli 
there;  but  then  he  muft  have  a  proper  War- 
rant from  the  Civil  Magiflrate,  and  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  a  Peace-Officer.  And  this  is  no  more 
oppreffive  and  unreaionable  than  a  Co?iflable\ 
fearching  forflol'n  Goods,  or  a  Cuflom  -  houfe 
Officer's  for  prohibited  Ones,  fince  they  have  but 
the  fame  Power  under  the  fame  Circumftances. 
In  fhort,  Squire,  'tis  the  Tax  itfelf  that 
thefe  Murmurers    are   uneafy    at,    not  the 

Man- 
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Manner  of  Collecting  it.  They  would  gUd- 
ly  difpofe  of  their  Goods  at  the  fame  Price 
as  if  Tax'd,  without  paying  the  Tax  at 
ail.  If  they  act  fairly  and  openly,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Pub  lick,  the  Officers  of  the  Pub- 
lick  have  no  Power  to  annoy  them,  but  are 
feverely  punifh'd  if  they  prefume  to  attempt 
it. 

Squat.  Very  well,  Sir!  and  'tis  no  Difitd- 
vantage  to  a  Trader,  neither,  to  have  the  Se- 
crets of  his  Bufinefs  pryd  into  and  difcover'd 
by  thefe  miferable  Scoundrels,  is  it?  At  this 
rate  they'll  loon  fet  up  for  themfelves,  and  the 
whole  trade,  as  well  as  Liberty  of  the  Na- 
tion, will  be  got  into  the  Hands  of  thofe  pil- 
fering Cormorants. 

Sir  Andr.  Ha,  ha,  ha !  you  make  me  laugh, 

Squire.- —  The  Secrets  of  their  Bufinefs! 

The  Secrets  of  their  Knavery  you  mean,  I 
fuppofe.  What  mighty  Secrets  are  there,  or 
at  leaft  ought  there  to  be  in  the  Vintner 's  Cel- 
lar, or  the  Tobacconift 's  Warehoufe  ?  None, 
that  tho'  difcover'd,  can  be  any  ways  prejudi- 
cial to  'em,  if  their  Practices  are  honeft. 
No,  no,  Sir,  'tis  their  gainful  Iniquities,  their 
knavifi,  unlawful  Myfteries,  which  they  trem- 
ble at  the  Days  being  let  in  upon.  'Tis  the 
bafe  murderous  Practices  of  Vintners  and 
Wine-Coopers,  in  their  Brewings  and  Sophijli- 
cations,  by  which  they  not  only  rob  the  Pub- 
lick  of  their  Revenue,  but  many  Thoufands  of 
their  Lives,  as  well  as  Money ;  felling  that 
for  a   Cordial,    which    they   know    to  be  a 
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Poifon-,  and  demanding  a  Noble  for  what,  if 
they  themfelves  were  Appraifers  in  another 
Man's  Cellar,  would  not  be  valued  at  a 
Nine-pence.  — —  The  Tobacco  Bufinefs  like- 
wife  hath  its  Myjleries  of  this  Kind,  which 
'tis  tyrannical  it  feems  to  pry  into  and  difco- 

vcr. But  I  perceive,  Sir,  that  you  blufh 

at  having  ftarted  this  Objection  ;  fo  that 
'twould  be  barbarous  to  purfue  the  Advantage 
any  farther ;  and  as  ■   ■ 

Squat.  'Tis  falfe,  Sir,  I  defy  any  Man  to 
make  me  blujh.  This  Br  e  aft,  Sir,  never  knew 
yet  what  it  is  to  feel  Shame,  nor  ever  indulg'd 
a  Thought  which  my  Tongue  would  hefitate 
to  utter,  or  my  Cheeks  blujh  to  acknowledge. 
—  And  therefore  I  ftill  infift,  that  all  my 
Objections  againrt,  Excifes,  as  deflructive  to 
Trade,  remain  in  full  force,  notwithstanding 
any  thing  you  have  faid,  or  mall  fay  to  the 
contrary. 

Sir  Andr.  Your  humble  Servant,  Sir. 
I  mail  not  be  fo  rude  then  as  to  %perfift 
any  longer  on  this  Point;  but  if  you  pleafe 
to  make  what  other  Objections  you  think 
proper,  I'll  confider  the  Value  of  'em  a  lit- 
tle for  my  own  Satisfaction,  if  not  for 
yours. 

Squat.  Oh!  Sir,  I  fhall  give  you  fomething 
more  to  chew  upon  prefently.  We  fhall  fee 
how  you'll  mump,  and  mumble  the  'Thiftles 
without  being  able  to  fwallow  them,  or  wil- 
ling to  /pit  them  out.  My  next  AfTertion  then 
is  this,  Sir,  That  the  new  Scheme  for  levying 

the 


the  Duties  on  Wines  and  Tobacco  is  as  repugn 
nant  to  the  true  Principles  of  Britijh  Liberty \ 
as  'tis  pernicious  to  Britijh  Commerce. 

Sir  Andr.  Equally  fo  I  grant  you,  Squire  * 
and  I  think  you  may  altogether  as  reafonably 
aver,  that  the  Balance  of  Europe  and  Interefi 
of  the  Protejlant  Religion  depend  on  it  like- 
wife. 

Squat.  And  fo  they  do,  take  my  Word  for 

it But  come,   come,  Sir,   you  fhall  not 

divert  me  from  the  Point  in  Hand.  You  are 
plaguily  afraid  to  come  to,  I  find;  but  hang 
n,  if!  let  you  flir  till  you  have  had  it  all.— 
T  *s  one  Point  then  in  the  Scheme  of  Ex^ 

cij'  .viiich  affects  us  all  as  Englijhmen  and 
Freemen,  in  the  mofl  fenfible  manner,  how- 
ever leparate  from,  or  unconcern'd  in  Trade, 
I  mean,  the  Number  of  Officers  which  mufl  be 
quarter'd  upon  us  for  that  Purpofe.  It  is  a- 
greed  on  all  Hands,  that  our  Liberties  and 
Properties  entirely  depend  upon  being  govern' d 
by  our  Reprefentatives,  fo  that  whatever  tends 
to  the  Independency  of  that  Ajjembly  ought  to 
be  oppos'd  with  the  utmoft  Vigour.  The  pre- 
fent  Crew  of  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  is  fo 
very  large,  that  'tis  impoffible  to  conceive  or 
compute  the  Number  of  'em.    Our  monftrous 

Standing  Army  —  Nay,  don't  fmile,   Sir . 

Standing  Army,  I  fay.  'S death,  the  very 
Name  puts  me  out  of  all  Patience.  You'd 
vindicate  a  Standing  Army  too,  woud  you  not, 
Sir  ?  'Sbud,  let  us  talk  of  that  a  little  before 
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we  go  any  farther.  I  challenge  you  and  all 
yaur  Blood- Hounds  «— — 

Sir  Andr.  Softly,  foftly,  Squire,  Let  us 
go  thro'  one  Grievance  before  we  i-et  upon 
another.  However,  let  me  obferve  to  you 
by  the  way,  that  there's  one  thing  which 
thoroughly  .convinces  me  of  the  Necejjity 
of  fuch  an  Army,  which  is  the  great  Op- 
pofition  that  your  Caleb  and  Fog,  and  the  o- 
ther  Enemies  of  the  Government  make  to  it; 
but  that  (hall  be  the  Topick  of  another  Con- 
verfation  whenever  you  think  proper. 

Squat.  Done  —  our  monftrous  Standing  Ar- 
my then,  and  the  Multiplicity  of  Officers  have 
already  given  the  Crown  a  prodigious  Power 
unknown  to  our  Forefathers.  Now  thefe 
Fellows,  you  muft  know,  are  abfolutely  de- 
pendent on  the  Minijlry  for  their  Places  and 
Pay;  fo  that  whatever  may  be  their  Prin- 
ciples, they  are  oblig'd  to  do  all  their  dirty 
Work)  and  to  vote  themfelves,  and  influence 
others  according  to  the  Directions  of  their 
worthy  Chiefs.  If  therefore  you  once  come 
to  add  to  the  vaft  Multitude  of  thefe  Animals 
fubfifting  already,  they  will  at  laft  fwarm  like 
devouring  Locujls  over  the  Land,  and  we  (hall 
have  two  Standing  Armies  inftead  of  one.  The 
Freedom  of  Elections  will  be  abolifh'd  at  once, 
all  thofe  great  and  daring  Spirits  who  have 
exhaufled  their  righteous  Souls  by  an  indefati- 
gable Oppofition  to  the  wicked  and  finifter 

Machinations  of  a  corrupt  M y   will   be 
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deprivM  of  thofe  Seats  they  fo  meritorioujty 
poflefs,  and  none  but  a  Set  of  Wrongheads 
will  be  fent  up  to  reprefent  us,  who'll  cry 
Ay  to  every  thing  that's  propos'd  without  the 
leafl  Patriotifm  or  publick  Spirit  of  Contra- 

diclion.  Whilft  your  W ms,  your  B — —S, 

your  S ns,  and  your  Me  I's  who  have  fo 

long  ftrenuoufly  opposed  all  that  has  come 
from  the  Court  {hall  be  quite  loft  to  our  Coun- 
try >  fave  by  what  we  can  do  for  them  in 
Weekly  'journals,  and  Political  Ballads. 

Sir  Andr.  Js  an  indifcriminate  Oppofition 
then  to  every  thing  that's  propos'd  by  the 
Court  or  Government  of  fo  much  Merit  think 
you,  Sir? 

Squat.  Why  is  it  not,  Sir? —  I  do  flncere- 
ly  aver  to  you,  that  if  the  C— —  r  of  the 

E r  was  to  put  the  QuefHon,    whether 

two  and  two  were  equal  to  four,  I  would 
bravely  debate  it  to  the  very  laft  Extremity; 
and  every  one  that  would  not  do  the  fame, 
is  both  a  Knave  and  a  Fool. 

Sir  Andr.  A  very  rational  Principle,  I  muft 
confefs,  and  fhews  that  an  uncommon  Re- 
gard for  the  public  Management,  and  the  Pro- 
curement of  her  Good—s,  are  the  fole  Motive  of 
all  your  Proceedings. 

Squat.  "Vis  true;  but  come,  Sir,  let  me 
now  defire  the  Favour  of  your  Anfwer  to 
what  I  have  faid  concerning  the  Dangers  we 
are  threaten'd  with  from  the  Increafe  of  Of- 
ficers that  will  be  the  Conlcquence  of  this 

Pro- 
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Project.  This  I  think  you  muft  acknow- 
ledge to  be  a  fufficient  Reafon  for  rejecting 
it.  Good  Heavens!  under  fuch  melancholy 
Circumftances  as  thefe,  we  mould  be  in 
a  worfe  Condition  than  Egypt  under  its 
Plagues. 

Sir  Andr.  One  would  imagine,  by  your 
difmal  Apprehenfions  and  doleful  Interjec- 
tions, that  a  whole  Army  of  Hottentots  were 
to  be  let  in  upon  the  Nation,  to  devour  us 
ait  a  Meal;  when  only  Four/core  or  a  Hun- 
dred harmlefs  Chrifiians  would  be  dif- 
pers'd  over  the  Kingdom,  with  no  other 
Weapons  about  'em  than  an  Ink-bottle  at 
their  Button,  and  a  Gcofe-guill  behind  their 
Ears, 

When  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate  were  laid 
under  the  Excife  Laws,  the  Additional  Offi- 
cers fell  far  {hort  of  One  Hundred,  and  there 
muft  neceflarily  be  fo  very  few  Places,  which 
are  not  already  furvey'd  for  fome  or  other 
Kind  of  Excifeable  Goods,  thac  the  Number 
here  muft  be  very  few  more.  And  this  is 
the  new  Standing  Army  of  Officers  that  fo 
much  Clamour  has  been  rais'd  about;  this 
the  tremendous  Swarm  of  Locujls  that  are 
to  cover  the  Land-,  thefe  the  powerful  Lord- 
Danes  that  are  to  be  brought  into  every 
Country  and  Family  to  prejide  in  our  Elec- 
tions, and  rifle  our  Houjes.  For  Shame,  for 
Shame,  Squire,  if  you  talk  and  write  in 
this  lunatick  manner,  the  World  v/ill  real- 
ly take  you  to  be  downright  mad,  andfome- 
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body  that  has  a  mind  to  a  tumping  Bargain 
will  ^g*  you  for  your  EJlate. 

Squat.  Good  Sir,  none  of  your  Jokes. 
Wit  and  Ridicule,  you  have  been  often 
enough  told,  are  not  the  Talents  of  any 
of  your  Party.  Wretches  that  are  Ad- 
vocates for  Beggary  and  Bondage,  can  be 
no  more  witty  in  pleading  for  'em,  than  un- 
der the  Weight  of  'em. 

Sir  Andr.  Men  who  are  actuated  by  Envy 
and  Ambition,  can  no  more  bear  to  hear  Rea- 
fon  coolly  than  to  /peak  it  fairly.  Truth's 
the  only  Thing  they  dread',  and  to  convince 
'em  of  an  Error,  is  but  to  confirm  'em  in  it. 
*  "  But  this  is  deviating  from  our  Pur- 
pofe,  Squire.  Repartee  and  Rallery  fuit  not 
the  Gravity  of  State/men  and  Patriots.  Pro- 
ceed you  therefore  in  your  Objections,  Sir, 
whilft  I  fagely  refpond  to  what  you  mall 
offer. 

Squat.  My  lajl  General  Objection  againft 
laying  any  farther  Articles  of  'Trade  under 
the  Laws  of  Excife,  is,  that  it  has  a  direct 
and  ftrong  Tendency  to  a  General  Excife. 
This  Method  of  colleBing  the  Revenue  will 
foon  become  General,  if  we  furfer  it  to  go 
any  farther.  I  don't  fay  that  thefe  worthy 
Projectors  defign  to  go  thro'  with  their  blef- 
fed  Bufinefs  at  once.  No,  this  would  raife  too 
great  a  Spirit  of  Oppojition,  as  they  themfelves 
own  j  but  I  affirm  and  inn* ft  on  it,  that  an  Ex- 
cife upon  all  the  Necejfaries  and  Conveniencies 
of  Life,  is  the  End  they  have  in  view. 

Several 


Scleral  Branches  of  the  Cuflotm  have  alrea- 
dy  undergone  this  Metamorphojis,  the  fame 
Alteration:  is  now  propos'd  in  feveral  others, 
next  Year,  ftill  more  will  come  under  the 
Saddle,  and  fo  by  a  gradual  Progreffion  in  a 
very  fiw  Tears  every  Thing  that  we  eat, 
drink  or  cloatb  our  felves  withal,  will  be 
thrown  under  the  Claws  of  this  rapacious 
Dragon.  And  then,  Sir,  where  fhall  we  be  ? 
when  our  very  Pantries  and  Bedchambers  fhall 
be  expos'd  to  the  Inquifition  of  Excife-Offi- 
cers,  and  every  Loaf  of  Bread  in  the  one,  or 
Sute  of  Clotbes  in  the  other  will  become  their 
Plunder,  under  Pretence  of  not  having  paid 
Duty  forfooth. 

Sir  Andr.  This  is  a  pleafant  way  of  rea- 
foning  indeed,  Squire.  It  is  propos'd  to 
change  the  prefent  Cuftoms  on  Wine  and  To- 
bacco  into  an  Excife:  Ergo,  'tis  intended  to 
lay  all  the  mere  Necejfaries  of  Life,  Meat, 
Drink,  and  Clothing  under  the  Laws  of  E#- 
cife.  A  Coz^  of  Articles  of  Luxury  imported 
from  Abroad,  which  we  have  not  the  leafl 
Occafion  for,  and  which  are  chiefly  confum'd 
by  the  Rich,  are  to  pay  the  old  Duty  in  a  new 
Way  :  Ergo,.  Food  and  Raiment ,  Bread,  But- 
ter and  Cheefe,  Fijh,  Flejh  and  Fowl,  all  the 
Commodities  of  our  own  Produce  which  we 
can't  fubfifi  without,  and  which  are  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  to  the  Poor  as  well  as  the  Rich, 
are  to  have  a  new  Tax  levied  upon  'em  by 
way  of  Excife.  The  Warehoufes  of  a  Tobac- 
conijl,  and  the  Vaults  of  a  Vintner  are  to  be 
,  liable 
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liable  to  the  Infpeffion r  of  the  proper  Officers 
appointed  to  furvey  thofe  particular  Branches 
of  Bufinefs  :  Ergo,  all  our  Houfes  will  be 
fhortly  expos'd,  nay,  our. very  Clipboards  and 
Clofets,  to  the  Search  and  Plunder  of  pilfer- 
ing Excifemen.  Is  it  not  fo,  Squire  ?  you 
might  more  reafonably  argue,  that  becaufe 
the  Parliament  thought  proper  to  lay  a  Tax 
upon  Land  this  Year  of  one  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  they  mufr.  neceffarily  go  on  to  increafe 
it  from  Year  to  Year  till  the  other  nineteen 
were  given  away  likewife. 

Squat.  Ay,  ay,  you  may  pretend  that  it 
has  no  fuch  Tendency  if  you  pleafe ;  but  'tis 
all  a  Joke.  'Tis  jujl  as  reajbnable,  as  if  a 
Man  Jhould  go  by  eafy  Journeys  from  London 
to  Canterbury,  and  when  he  is  got  there  under- 
take to  prove  that  he's  not  in  the  way  to  Do- 
ver. 

Sir  Andr.  A  very  apt  Comparifon  indeed, 
and  which  I  remember,  your  Great  Caleb  con- 
defcended  to  make  Ufe  of  by  way  of  clinching 
this  doubty  Objection.  However,  I  mail  beg  leave 
to  borrow  it  of  him  a  little,  and  try  if  it  won't 
fuit  my  Purpofe  better  than  his  To  fay  then, 
as  you  fay,  that  converting  the  Cujlom-houfe 
Duties  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco  into  an  Excife 
has  a  direct  and  manifeft.  Tendency  to  a  Gene- 
ral Excife  on  all  Commodities  whatever,  is  a 
mere  Joke.  'Tis  juft  as  reafonable  to  fay,  that 
becaufe  a  Man  has  Exigencies  that  carry  him 
to  Canterbury,  he  muft  therefore  neceffarily 
go  to  Dover,  or  that  another  who  has  Bujinefi 
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at  Kent-fir  eet  End  can't  flop  there,  but  muft 
go  on  to  Calais,   becaufe  he    is  in  the  Road 


o 

to  it. 


Thus,  Sir,  you  fee,  that  the  very  Injlance 
you  brought  to  confirm  your  Affertion,  gives 
the  Lye  to  it ;  and  like  weak  Garrifons  you 
are  defirofd  by  the  ^very  Forces  you  call'd  in 
to  your  AJJifiance. 

Squat.  Pox  o'  your  Hocus  Pocus  Tricks, 
'tis  all  Delujion ;  have  not  we  already  had  the 
Duties  on  various  Articles  of  our  Commerce 
converted  into  Excifes,  or  levy'd  by  Laws  of 
the  fame  Kind?  Are  not  Coffee,  Tea,  Cho-? 
colatey  Brandy,  Ginn,  Cards,  and  Dice,  cum 
multis  aliis,  tax'd  in  this  manner?  Is  not  a 
Scheme  now  on  foot,  to  fubject  others  to  the 
fame  Method?  And  yet  no  Thoughts,  to  be 
fure,  of  making  it  general.  Oh,  Sir  Andrew  ! 
When  a  Serpent  has  once  got  his  Head  into  a 
Hole,  it  will  be  no  hard  matter  for  him  to 
draw  his  whole  Body  after  it.  'Tis  full  time, 
therefore  to  look  about  us,  and  chop  off  the 
Part  that's  already  enter  d,  rather  than  fuffer 
it  to  incroach  any  farther. 

Sir  Andr.  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  are  for  abolifh- 
ing  all  Excifes  in  general,  that  alters  the  Cafe. 
I  wim,  as  lincerely  as  you  can  do,  that  there 
was  no  NeceJJity  for  them,  or  for  Taxes  of  any 
Kind  whatever ;  but  fince  fuch  is  the  Courfe 
of  this  bad  World,  that  we  arc  not  likely  to 
fee  that  Golden  Age  when  Governments  lhall 
be  fupported  without  any  Revenue y  and  fee- 
ing that,  at  prefent,  large  ones  are  abfolutely 

necej- 
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hecejfary,  I  can't  conceive  a  more  jufl  or 
equitable  Method  of  collecting  'em.  If  you 
Patriots,  indeed,  to  Jhew  your  felves  as  much 
concern'd  for  the  Eafe  and  Emolume?it  of  the 
Publick,  as  you  pretend  to  be,  would  furnifh 
the  Nation  with  a  Million  annually  out  of 
your  own  great  Inflates,  and  thofe  Grants 
which  fome  of  you  have  obtain  d  before  from 
the  Crown,  you'll  find  no  one,  I  dare  fwear, 
but  will  cry,  down  with  Excifes,  as  vehe- 
mently as  your  felves.  But  till  that  time 
fhall  come,  as  the  Publick  hath  its  Wa?its, 
they  mult  be  fome  other  way  fupply'd,  and 
no  way  can  this  be  done,  but  by  continuing 
the  prefent  'Taxes,  and  collecting  'em  effectually  -, 
unlefs  you  defire,  out  of  your  great  Wifdom 
and  Juflice,  that  the  whole  Burden  mould  be 
thrown  on  the  Owners  of  Land,  who,  in  the 
Opinion  of  all  candid  and  fiber  Thinkers, 
have  already  been  too  long  unequally  dealt 
with.  You  are  therefore  manifeftly  brought 
to  this  Dilemma,  Sir,  either  to  allow  of  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  levying  the  Duties  upon 
theife  two  Articles,  in  the  manner  propos'd, 
or  elfe  to  afTert  the  JJnreafonableneJs  of  fuch 
Duties  being  levy'd  upon  any  Articles  at  all ; 
fince  the  fame  Reafons  will  hold  as  Jlrong 
again  ft  the  lajl  as  the  fir  ft ;  nay,  Jlrtnger, 
for  as  much  as  thefe  are  mod  of  'em  more 
ufeful  and  necenary  to  us  than  thofe,  and 
confequently  lay  Claim  to  a  milder  Treat- 
ment. 

D  2  Squat* 
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Squat.  A  pleafant  way  of  reafoning  that 
truly —  Becaufe  this  grievous  Method  of  col- 
lecting the  Revenues  is  too  far  extended  al- 
ready, you  have  the  Infolence  to  urge  a  ftill 
farther  Extetifion;  and  becaufe  wc  have  one 
Foot  in  the  Grave,  we  mould,  by  all  means, 
get  in  the  other  as  foon  as  we  can. 

SirAndr.  Softly,  Squire, —  you  are  forc'd,  I 
find,  to  have  Recourfe  to  your  noted  Nojlrum, 
Mifreprefentation — ■  I  did  not  fay,    that  the 
haws  of  Excife  being  already  fo  far  extended, 
was  any  Argument  for   extending  them  ftill 
farther,  but  only   that   as  fuch   Taxes  were 
abfoiutely  necejfary  to  fupply  the  Demands  of 
the  Publick,  they  could  not  fo  reafonably  be 
rais'd  upon  any  Commodities  as  thofe  in  Dif- 
pute.    Articles  of  mere  Luxury,  and  in  which 
the  greateft  Frauds  and  Abufes  are  committed, 
that  can  no  way  be  remedy  d  but  by  the  pro- 
pos'd  Alteration.  An  Alteration  attended  with 
not  a  Jingle  ill  Confequence,  but  productive  of 
thefe  exceeding  good  Ones,  the  Increafe  of  the 
Publick  Revenue,  and  the  Decreafe  of  Luxury 
and  Fraud. 

Having  now,  Sir,  confider  d  all  your 
general  Objections,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  take 
notice  of  fome  of  the  particular  Advantages, 
which  will  accrue  from  the  Execution  of  the 
Scheme  on  foot,  both  to  Trade  and  the  Na- 
tion in  general.  At  the  fame  time  you  have 
free  Liberty  to  interrupt  me  as  often  as  you 
pleafe,  and  to  query,  debate,  object,  as  mucl 
as  you  think  proper. 

Squat. 
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Squat.  Ay  now,  Sir  Andrew,  you  fay  fome- 
thing  indeed;  I  mall  be  glad  to  know  the 
great  Benefit  of  your  Project.  This  is  a  fub- 
lime  Difcovery,  which  the  Advocates  for  it 
haye  hitherto  kept  to  themfelves. 

Sir  Andr.  You  are  miftaken,  Squire,  and 
have  only  confider'd,  I  find,  one  Side  of  the 
Queftion. 

Squat.  Look'e,  Sir,  I'll  let  you  go  on 

But  you  might  as  well  attempt  a  Panegyrick 
upon  Death,  and  endeavour  to  prove  that  the 
Plague,  which  every  one  dreads  fo  much,  is 
but  an  odious  Name  for  a  very  fine  Thing. 

Sir  Andr.  Sir,  your  Servant — Nay,  pardon 
me,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be  gone. 

Squat.  Faith,  but  you  fhan't  ftir  a  Foot,  Sir — . 
I'm  refolv'd  to  know  what  can  be  faid  for 
thefe  Things. 

Sir  Andr.  I  am  an  old  Man,  Sir,  and  muft 
be  thrifty  of  my  Breath —  I've  none  to  throw 
away  upon  the  deaf  Ear,   or  harden' d  Heart. 

Squat.  Don't  be  tefty,  good  Dad —  I'll  pay 
all  the  Attention  that's  due  to  fo  worthy  a 
Subject —  Tho'  I  muft  beg  leave  to  tell  you 
one   thing  before  you  go  any  farther,  That 

to    affirm     that     the   prefent   M . — r 

could  poffibly  think  of  a  Scheme  that  would 
be  of  any  Service  to  the  Nation,  is  as  abfurd 
as  if  you  were  to  vindicate  the  Conduct  of 
Phaeton,  or  to  fay,  that  he  intended  to  bene- 
fit the  World  when  he  Jet  it  on  fire. 

Sir  Andr.  You  are  a  little  unhappy  here 
again  in  your  Comparifon,  Squire ;  for  I  have 

an 
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an  Incendiary  in  my  Eye,  whom  it  would 
much  better  Jit  than  where  you  apply  it. 
One  that  would  effectually  have  fet  the  Na- 
tion in  a  Flame,  had  not  Jupiter  very  fea- 
fonably  tumbYd  him  out  of  the  Box. 

Squat.  The  Gentleman  you  mean,  Sir,  has 
a  noble  Contempt  of  all  Titles  and  Places 
when  they  come  in  Competition  with  his  Vir- 
tue and  Honour ;  and  fcorns  to  go  Shares  in 
the   Plunder  of  his  Country. 

Sir  Andr.  I  believe  indeed,  Squire,  that 
he  had  much  rather  have  the  whole  to  him- 

Jelf But  to  go  on  with  ourBufinefs: 

As  every  Society  neceffarily  requires  the  mu- 
tual Contribution  of  its  particular  Members 
to  its  Government  and  Support,  fo  'tis  the  In- 
terejl  of  each  Society,  that  fuch  Contribution 
be  levy'd  in  a  way  the  moft  equal  and  eafy  ■ 
to  the  whole.  The  heaviejl  and  moft  unequal 
of  all  our  Taxes  is  that  on  the  Land,  which 
hath  born  zfuperior  Share  of the  public k  Bur- 
then for  many  Years.  To  remedy  this  Grie- 
vance has  been  the  great  Endeavour  and 
Wifdom  of  our  prefent  Peprefentatives ;  in 
which  they  have  fucceeded  fo  far  beyond 
even  the  Hopes  of  thofe  opprefsd,  as  to  re- 
duce this  Tax,  in  a  very  few  Years,  from 
four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  to  wz*.  But  not 
willing  to  flop  here,  they  are  defirous,  if 
poffible,  to  give  a  total  Relaxation  to  the 
Land-holders  of  England,  and  fet  5em  on  a 
Level  with  the  reft  of  their  Fellow-fubjeBs. 
Buc  which  way  to  find  an  Equivalent}  for 
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the  Government  can't  part  with  the  Z,tfW- 
Tax  at  prefent,  without  W.  Why,  at  laft, 
an  Equivalent  has  been  found,  and  fuch  a  one 
as  will  yield  the  wiuYd-for  Eafe  to  the 
Landed  Inter  eft,  without  any  Burthen  to  the 
National  Intereft  in  general. 

It  is  allow'd,  I  think,  by  all  Men  of  Senfe 
and  'Judgment)  that  in  raifing  Money  for  the 
Service  of  the  Publick,  the  principal  Thing 
to  be  confulted,  is  how  to  Tax  every  one  in 
Proportion  to  their  Fortune  and  Manner  of 
Living ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Fine 
be  laid  on  fuch  Goods  as  are  for  Luxury  or 
Pleq/ure,  and  not  the  NeceJJdries  of  Life. 
In  purfuit  of  this  Maxim,  the  Gentlemen  in 
the  Adminijlration  have  a  Scheme  to  lay 
before  our  Reprefentatives,  in  which  they  pro- 
pofe  a  more  equal  and  effectual  Method  for 
raifing  the  necejfary  annual  Supplies,  by  pre- 
venting, for  the  future,  thofe  grofs  Frauds 
and  bafe  Impofitions  of  a  yh#  Dealers  in  yi- 
7Vig#  Commodities,  by  which  they  put  large 
Sums,  that  are  appropriated  by  the  Legiflature 
to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  into  their  pri- 
vate Coffers. 

Wines  and  tobacco  are  the  Goods  meant; 
than  which  none  are  more  proper  to  bear  a 
confiderable  Duty,  being  things  not  of  our 
Growth,  nor  neceffary  to  our  Subjifience.  They 
already  pay  y#d>  a  D#/y  by  wzzy  of  Cufioms, 
but  #?tf«y  of  the  Dealers  in  'em,  have,  by 
Knavifh  Arts,  evaded  the  Law  for  collecting 
that  Duty ;  another  Method  therefore  muft  be 
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pitch'd  on  to  fecure  the  Payment  of  it.  In 
order  to  this,  it  is  propos'd  to  raife  it  by  way 
of  Exci/e,  which  will  in  great  meafure  pre- 
vent the  Frauds  of  thofe  haavijh  Dealers,  and 
confequently  augment  the  Receipt  fo  much,  as 
will,  'tis  prefum'd,  make  an  Equivalent  for  the 
prefent  Tax  upon  Land :  a  Tax  which  falls 
heavily  upon  both  Rich  and  Poor,  as  it  raifes 
the  Farmers  Rents,  and  thus  heightens  the 
Price  of  Bread,  Beer,  and  Flefh. 

Here  then  is  no  new  Duty  to  be  laid  on  any 
Goods  whatfoever,  not  fo  much  as  any  addi- 
tional Duty  on  Goods  taxd  before,  but  only 
a  Provifion  for  the  more  effectual  Collecting  a 
Duty  already  impos'd. 

Squat.  But  under  Favour,  wife  Sir,  a  Tax 
that  is  jujl  enough  in  itjelf  and  eajy  enough 
to  be  home,  may  become  a  very  grievous  Bur- 
den by  fome  Severity  or  Inequality  in  the 
method  of  Collecting  it. 

Sir  Andr.  I  grant  it,   Squire ■ 

Squat.  If  a  great  Number  of  his  Majejlys 
Subjects  are  partially  treated  and  excluded 
from  the  Liberties  which  their  Neighbours 
enjoy,  won't  they  have  a  Right  think  you  to 
complain  f 

Sir  Andr.  Certainly. 

Squat.  And  are  not  thofe  reafonable  Com- 
plaints which  fpring  from  fuch  Caujes,  to 
be  cautioufly  guarded  againft,  ? 

Sir  Andr.  They  are. 

Squat.  Why  then,  Sir,  all  the  fine  Things 
you  have  urg'd   for  this  Trojecl  muft  ftand 
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for  nothings  fince  neither  the  Increafe  of  the 
Revenue,  nor  the  Equity  of  the  Duty,  nor  the 
Eafe  of  the  Land,  nor  any  other  ConJideratioH 
ought  to  be  put  in  the  Balance  with  that 
OppreJJion  fuch  Numbers  of  Englijlomen  muft 
fuftain  by  the  leafh  Extenjion  of  the  .Ltfietf 
of  Excife. 

Sir  Andr.  Hold,  hold,  Sir,  this  is  wand- 
ring  from  the  'Point  in  hand,  and  running 
back  to  the  Place  whence  we  firft  fet  out — 
We  (hall  never  reach  the  Goal  at  this  rate  — 
*That  the  Extenjion  of  the  Excife  Laws  would 
not  fubject  any  Englijhman  to  the  OppreJJion 
you  talk  of,  I've  fully  prov'd  an  Hour  ago — . 
Under  your  Favour  therefore,  moft  fagacious 
Sir,  I  (hall  go  on  with  my  fine  Things,  in 
Jupport  of  this  Scheme,  and  prove,  in  the  next 
place,  that  the  Execution  of  it  will  be  erfe&ual 
to  the  good  End,  for  which  it  is  calculated* 
In  order  to  this,  I  muft  take  for  granted  that 
abominable  Cheats  and  Impofitions  are  daily 
committed  in  the  Importation,  Exportation,  and 
home  Management  of  thofe  two  Articles  of 
Trade.  This  the  warmeft  Opponents  to  the 
proposed  Method,  have  not,  cannot  deny. 

In  the  Tobacco  Trade  how  much  is  the  Pub- 
lick  defrauded  of  by  the  Practice  of  Smuggling! 
how  much  by  Bribery,  falje  Oaths,  and  falfe 
Weights  !  it  is  computed,  that  if  all  the  To- 
bacco which  is  confum'd  in  this  Ifland,  was 
imported  fairly,  and  paid  Duty  regularly,  that 
the  clear  Produce  to  the  Revenue,  would  be 
nigh  4op0oo  /.  yearly ;  whilft,  as  it  is  now 
E  collected^ 
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collected,  it  does  not  amount  to  half  the  Sum, 
There  is  ftill  another  Grievance  in    the  pre- 
fent  Practice    of  this  Bufinefs ,    which  calls 
aloud  for  Redrefs;    and  that  is  the  Hardjhip, 
the  poor  Planters  lie  under,    from  the  exor- 
bitant Load  charg'd  upon  'em  by  their  Factors, 
on  account  of  CommiJJion  for  the  high  Duties 
.they  advance  upon  Importation ;  which  with 
the  many  other  Expences  they  are  at  for  Sales, 
.Returns,    &c.    has    very   greatly  impoveriflS d 
.them,  and  turn'd  that  Branch  of 'Bujinefs  into 
a  Mc?iopoly  here ;   not  many  Perfons  having  it 
in  their  Power  to  advance  fuch  large  Sums  as 
mull  be  paid  at  once  for  the  Cuftom.    This, 
by  an  Excife,  would  be  effectually  prevented, 
becaufe  then  the  Duties  would  be  paid  deli- 
berately as  the  Commodity  was  vended  for  Con- 
fumption-,    and  by  the  fame  Means    another 
Mifchief  would  be  remedy  d  likewife,  I  mean 
the  Practice  of  Bonding,  or  giving  Security  for 
Payment  of  the  Cujloms  in  fuch  a   'Term  of 
Years.    How  many  Families  have  been  ruin'd 
by  this  Indulgence !   the  Factor  gives  a  Bond 
.to  the.  Cujlom-Houfe  for  a   very  large  Sum, 
which   he  is   not  accountable    for  till  three 
Tears  are  expir'd.     In    the  mean-  time    his 
Goods  are  all  difposd  of,    he  gets  the  Money 
,  into  his  own  Hands,  looks  upon  it  as  his  own 
and  fpends  accordingly  -,  and  then  when  the 
Payment  of  his  Bonds  becomes  due,    his  Eyes 
are  open'd  too  late,  he  finds  himfelf  Infolvent, 
.and  is  oblig'd  to  leave  his  Family  and  his 
Security,    the  Planter  and   the   Publick,    to 
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ftand  by  the  Loft.  But  the  Temptation  to 
this  Error,  and  the  Evils  confequent  on  it, 
would  be  entirely  prevented  by  the  Regula- 
tion propos'd.  And  now  furely,  Squire,  thefe 
tnanifefl  and  manifold  Advantages,  which 
would  neceffarily  accrue  from  the  Execution 
of  our  Scheme,  would  make  ample  Amends 
for  any  Inconvenience  that  might  poflibly  at- 
tend it. 

As  to  the  Frauds  in  the  Wine  Trade,  they 
are  fo  publickly  known  that  no  Body  wants 
to  be  inform'd  of  'em.  Vafi  Quantities  are 
imported  in  the  fmugglihg  Manner  without 
paying  any  Duty  at  all,  the  Confumer  not- 
withstanding pays  the  fame  Price  as  if  re- 
gularly enter  d,  whilft  the  knavijh  Vintner  gets 
all  to  himfelf.  But  a  flill  more  extenfive  and 
pernicious  Fraud,  is  the'fhameful  Sophijlications 
and  Mixture  of  mifchievous  Materials,  which 
are  almoft  generally  made  ufe  of  in  this  Biifi- 
nefs,  not  only  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Revenue 
and  Iryury  of  the  fair  Trader^  but  to  the 
Health  and  Lives  of  the  whole  Body  of  Wine* 
Drinkers.  So  that  we  not  only  pay  the  Price 
of  real  Wine  for  worth lefs  miferable  Trafi; 
but  at  the  fame  time  pay  the  Price  of  our 
Health  by  fwallowing  unwholfom  poifonous 
fuices,  and,  inftead  of  carrying  off  a  new- 
Supply  of  Spirits  and  Vigour  from  our  focial 
Repajls,  we  have  laid  in  a  Stock  of  dire  Dtjeafes; 
and  "drank  w'^  Draughts  of  Death. 

Now     the    Alteration     propos'd     is     the 

only  effectual  Antidote   to    thefe   deftruclive 
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Yillames.  The  InfpeBion,  which  every  £<?* 
/tfi/^r  in  that  Commodity  would  be  fubjec~t  to, 
would  entirely  prevent  that  deadly  Practice. 
The  Government  would  by  this  means  fecure 
its  own  Due,  and  the  Health  and  Strength  of 
Millions  of  its  Subjects. 

Squat.  You  have  made  an  excellent  Decla- 
mation, Sir,  againft  Vintners  and  Wine-Cooper st 
I  mull  confeis;  and  harangu'd  very  finely 
upon  Health  and  long  Life — But,  this  Over- 
warmth  againfr.  Impositions,  and  Over-tendernefs 
for  our  Health,  is  much  to  be  fufpecled  j  and 
I'm  afraid  the  ProjecJ  won't  anfwer  theEWin 
either  refpecl.  That  it  will  bring  fuch  an  In- 
creafe  to  the  Revenue  as  you  and  your  fellow 
Schemifts  dream  of,  is  highly  improbable, 
iince  the  Amount  of  the  prefent  Duties  on 
thofe  Articles,  is  not  nigh  equal  to  one  Shil- 
ling in  the  Pound  upon  Land,  and  'twoul4 
fre  fomewhat  ftrange  if  this  Method  fhould 
more  than  double  it. 

Sir  Andr.  Not  ftrange  at  all,  Sir  —  For  if 
we  confider  what  Quantities  of  Wines  are 
clandefiinely  imported,  and  what  (till  greater 
Quantities  of  adulterated  Wines  are  daily  ven- 
ded, together  with  the  Frauds  already  men- 
tion'd  in  the  Article  of  Tobacco^  we  may  rar 
tionally  conclude  that  no  Duty  is  paid  for 
nigh  three  Parts  out  of  four  of  what  is  con- 
fum'd. 

Squat.  I  {hall  n©$  ftand  conceiting  with 
you,  Sir,  what  is  impomble  to  be  decided  — 
But  to  pafs  p  the  Brewing  Trade,  this  Method 

could 
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could  be  little  or  no  Remedy  agalnft  that  Prac* 
tice ;  for  as  much  as  thofe  Mixture s,  when  they 
are  made  to  pay  the  Duty,  may  certainly  be 
afforded  cheaper  than  neat  Wines  can  be  im- 
ported— But,  if  it  mould  have  that  Effect,  in 
my  Opinion  good  Wine  would  do  more  harm 
to  the  Publick  than  Bad,  by  tempting  People 
to  Excefs,  as  well  as  occafioning  a  lefs  Con- 
sumption of  Malt  Spirits,  Cyder,  and  Perry, 
fuppofed  to  be  us'd  in  fuch  Mixtures, 

Sir  Andr.  Ay,  Squire ,  thefe  are  Argu* 
ments  indeed,  which  are  truly  unanfwera- 
hie.  It  muft  be  acknowledged  by  the  mofl 
objlinate,  that  your  Caleb  has  here  outdone 
his  ufual  Oufdoings,  let  us  ftand  and  admire 

him  a  little Adulterated  Wines,  tho'  made 

to  pay  the  Duty,  can  be  afforded  cheaper  than 
neat  Wines-,  Ergo  laying  an  Excife  upon  Wines 
(which  will  neceffarily  prevent  the  Retailer 
from  making  any  Addition  to  his  Stock,  and 
confequently  any  Adulteration)  won't  prevent 
the  Adulteration — again — <  Good  Wines  will 
be  apt  to  tempt  People  to  Excefs  in  them, 
whereas  now  People  are  only  guilty  of  Excefs 
in  poifonous  Compofitions  ;  Ergo  bad  Wine  is  beU 
ter  than  Good — Admirable,  ha,  ha,  ha,  nay, 
and  a  truly  Antiminifierial  Way  of  Argument 

tion  —  but   once   more The  Confumption 

of  Malt  Spirits,  Cyder  and  Perry,  which  are 
home  Manufactures,  and  are  fuppofed  to  be 
made  ufe  of  by  Vintners  in  their  Sophiffica- 
tions,  would  be  decreasd,  if  the  Practice  of 
Adulteration    was  prohibited  j     Neat  IVines 

would 
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would  by  that  means  increafe  in  their  Prices," 
and  fo  the  Lower  Sort  of  People  being  unable 
to  purchafe  'em,  would  be  thus  drove  to  drink 
thofe  Home-made-Liquors,  and  confequently 
more  being  drunk,  lefs  would  be  confum'd  : 
Ergo  fuch  Adulteration  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
vented,        •  how  finely  is  that  reafond  !- • 

how  ingenioufly  imagindl—  In  mort,  Squire, 
I  think  thefe  laft  Objections  of  yours  moft  ef- 
fe€tuz\\y  flence  all  your  Ad-verJ'aries,  and  make 
'em  afhamd  to  have  any  thing  more  to  fay  to 
you. 

Squat.  Suppofing  (which  I  won't  allow 
tho')  that  the  Practice  of  Brewing  might  be 
in  fome  Meafure  prevented  by  it,  and  that 
too  without  diminijhing  the  Confumption  of  our 
Home-made-Liquors ;  yet  this  Scheme  would  be 
a  very  inefficient  Remedy  for  the  other  Evil 
fo  juftly  complain  d  of,  the  clandefiine  Running 
of  Goods.  This  mifchievous  Practice  is  occa- 
fion'd  by  high  Duties,  and,  whilft  they  are  con- 
tinued, all  the  haws  in  the  World  will  not  be 
able  to  prevent  it.  Nothing  but  taking  off 
the  Duties  entirely,  or  reducing  them  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  it  will  not  be  the  Intereft  of 
any  Perfon  to  engage  in  fuch  a  Traffick,  can 
effect,  this  Cure. 

Sir  Andr.  In  Anfwer  to  all  this  fine  Rea- 
foning,  I  have  nothing  to  object,  fave  Matter 
of  Fac~t.  Within  thefe  eight  Tears  laft  part 
that  the  Duties  on  Coffee,  'Tea,  and  Chocolate, 
have  been  collected  by  Excife,  there  has  been 
above  a  Million  of  Money  moke  paid  into  the 

Ex- 


Exchequer  than  in  the  Eight  preceeding  Tears 
when  thofe  Duties  were  collected  by  Cujlom- 
houfe  Officers^  So  that. in  Eight  Tears  Time^ 
a  Million  extraordinary  of  the  Publick  Debt 
has  been  paid-  off,  by  the  Alteration  in  col- 
lecting the  Duties  on  thofe  three  Commodities. 
.  And  as  this  is  prov'd  by  Experience,  Sir, 
fo  'tis  likewife  manifeft  from  tlie  Reafon  of 
'Things.  In  levying  of  Duties  by  way  of  Cu- 
Jlom,  there  is  but  one  Check  on  the  fraudu- 
lent Dealer.  If  he  can  but  get  his  Goods 
once  fafe  on  Shore,  or  prevent  the  InfpeBion 
of  a  Cufiom-houfe  Officer  by  throwing  a  little 
convenient  Dujl  in  his  £)'«,  he  is  then  fe- 
cur'd  of  his  wicked  Gains.  Whereat  the  Me- 
thod of  collecting  thefe  Duties  by  Exci/e, 
throws  feveral  Bars  in  the  Smuggler's  way  ; 
for  when  the  Dealer  is  oblig'd  to  make  En- 
tries of  all  Shops  or  Warehoufes  where  his 
Goods  are  kept,  and  not  to  move  any  coniider- 
able  Quantity  to  or  from  thofe  Places  without 
a  proper  Permit,  he  has  little  or  no  Opportu- 
nity of  committing  fuch  Frauds.  He  has  fo 
many  fiery  Trials  to  pafs,  that  'tis  a  Million 
to  one  if  he  gets  through  'em  all  without 
burning  his  Fingers. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  think,  'tis  undeniable  both 
from  what  Reafon  dictates,  and  what  is  at 
prefent  in  Practice,  that  the  Laws  of  Excife 
are  an  effectual  Antidote  to  this  Pejl  upon 
Traffick.  But  to  take  offithe  Duties  them/elves 
from'  all  Goods  in  general,  as  you  and  your 
Cale'fi  are  merrily  pleas'd  to  propofe,  in  order 

to 
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to  prevent  a  few  being  cla?idejlinely  imported 
without  paying  thofe  Duties,  is  like  chopping 
off  a  Man's  Head  to  cure  him  of  the  Tooth* 
ach. 

Squat.  Look'ye,  Sir  Andrew \  I'm  plaguily 

Jick  of  this  Difpute-f  and  therefore    if  you 

have  any  thing  more  to  fay  upon  the  nau* 

jeous  SubjeB,  I  beg  you'll  difpatch  it  in  asyko 

Words  as  you  can. 

Sir  Andr.  Sir,  I'll  very  gladly  comply  with 
your  Requeft,  and  detain  you  no  longer  than 
juft  take  notice  of  two  or  three  of  the  many 
other  Advantages,  which  will  accrue  to  the 
Fair  trader  from  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme. 
-  In  the  firft  Place  I  would  obierve,  that  fuch 
a  Law  would  fet  the  Fair  Dealers  in  thofe 
Commodities  on  a  Level  with  the  prefent  Smug* 
glers  and  Wine-Brewers,  whilft  at  prefent  they 
muft  either  fell  their  Goods  for  little  or  no 
Profit,  by  keeping  'em  down  to  the  Smugglers 
Price,  or  elfe  muft  fell  no  Goods  at  all.  By 
this  means  likewife  the  Wine- Merchant  would 
receive  a  confiderable  Addition  to  his  Bufinefs 
by  the  incrcas d Importation  of  that  Commodi- 
ty, which  the  Prevention  of  Brewing  would 
neceffarily  occafion. 

The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of  in 
Favour  of  this  Scheme,  is  that  our  Virginia 
and  Maryland  Plantations  will  be  fav'd  from 
impending  'DefiruBion  by  it,  whilft  by  the 
fame  Means,  again,  our  Tobacco-Merchants  will 
be  deliver'd  from  the  Hardship  they  now  lie 
under,  of  being  oblig'd  to  pay  down  the  full 
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Duty  for  thofe  Gopds  upon  Importation,  or  at, 
leaft  of  giving  Bond  for  the  Payment  of  it  in 
fuch  a  Time :  The  bad  EffeBs  of  which  In- 
dulgence I  have  before  obferv'd.  For  if  this 
Alteration  takes  place,  the  Duties  on  neither 
of  thefe  Commodities  will  become  payable  'till, 
the  Merchant  has  actually  difpos'd  of  them  to 
the  Retailer  or  Confumer,  and  has  receiv'd  the 
Money  from  them  which  he  is  to  pay  to  the 
Government.  A  fmall  Depofit  may  likely  be 
requir'd  on  Importation  to  the  Value  perhaps 
of  one  Penny  per  Pound  on  'Tobacco,  and  pro- 
portionably  on  Wines-,  but  even  this  upon 
Exportation  again  will  be  receiv'd  as  a  Draw- 
back. Thus  the  Merchant  will  in  all  relpects 
gain  a  considerable  Advantage  by  it.  If  his 
Goods  are  re-exported,  the  chief  Part  of  the 
Duty  on  them  will  never  be  paid  at  all,  and 
if  confumd  at  home,  it  will  not  be  requir'd 
till  they  are  difpos'd  of  to  the  Retailer-,  fo 
that  in  either  Cafe  he  will  have  that  Money 
at  his  own  Difpofal,  which  by  the  prefent 
Method  he  is  depriv'd  of  for  a  conliderable 
Time,  even  to  the  one  half,  or  more  perhaps 
of  his  Stock  in  Trade. 

The  loft  Particular  I  (hall  mention  as  a 
Plea  for  this  Project  is,  that  fuch  an  Increafe 
mav  accrue  from  it  to  the  Publick  Revenue  as 
not  only  to  procure  the  prefent  Relief  that  is 
fo  necelTary  to  the  landed  Interefl,  but  as 
might  like  wife  in  a  few  Tears  enable  the  JL,e- 
gijlature  to  give  conliderable  Eafe  to  other 
Branches  of  the   Reve?iue,    and  to   take   off 
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feme  of  thofe  Taxes  which  now  lie  fo  heavy 
on  Soapy  Candles,  Beer,  Malt,  and  other  Ne- 
ceffaries  of  Life.  Thus  the  poor  Manufactu- 
rer being  able  to  live  and  to  work  at  a  cheaper 
Rate,  his  Wares  would  go  proportionably 
cheaper  to  Market,  and  confequently  there 
would  be  greater  Quantities  of  them  both  car- 
ried Abroad,  and  confum  d  at  Home. 

Since  therefore  it   is  manifeft  both   from 
Reafon  and  Faff,  that  the  Execution  of  this 
Scheme  could  not  poffibly  be  attended  with 
the  lead  ill  Confequence  either  to   the  Liber- 
ties, Eafe,  or  Interefl  of  his  Majefty's  Sub- 
jects.     Since  no  new  or   additional  Tax   on 
any  Commodity  is  propos'd  by  it,   but  only 
a  neceffary  Alteration  in  the  Method  of  col- 
lecting   a    Couple.      Since    that    Method    of 
Payment  would  not   fubject   the  Dealers  in 
thofe  Goods  to  any  Hardpip  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  Difficulty  of  avoiding  to  make  fuch 
Payment  at  all.     Since  fuch  a  particular  Ex- 
cife   upon   one  or   two    Foreign   Articles   of 
Luxury,  cannot  be   thought  by  any  rational 
or  impartial  Confiderer  to  have  the  leaf  "ten- 
dency to  a  General  Excije  on  the  Neceffaries 
of  Life.     Since  'tis  the  greateft  Abfurdity  to 
imagine,  that  the  fmall  Addition  of  Officers, 
which  this  Method  will  occafion,    can  have 
any  Influence  in  the  Election  of  our  Repre- 
fentatives,  or  in  the  leaft  affect  the  Freedom 
and  Independency  of  Parliament.     And  laft- 
ly,  fine'e  neither    the  Power  of   the  Crown 
will  be  at  all  extended  by  this  Scheme,  nor  the 
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Privileges  of  the  Subject  any  ways  retrench' d9 
what    Opinion  mufl   we  neceflarily  have   of 
//nj/^  Mi?/z  who  have  not  fcrupled  to  affirm, 
That  the  Lofs  of  Britijl?  Liberty,    and   the 
DefiruBion  of  Britijh   Commerce,    would  be 
the  fatal,    the  infallible  Confequences  of  it. 
Thofe  Mock-Patriots   who   have    been 
fo  long  declaiming  to  the  Rabble  upon  this 
Occafion,    with  fuch    Strength  of  Vocifera- 
tion and   JVeaknefs  of  Argument;    and,  like 
true  Merry  Andrews,  making  themfelves  ri- 
diculous  to  make  their  Readers  flare  :     Who 
have  for  feveral  Weeks  together  been  terri- 
fying his  Majefty's  Subjects  into  an  Appre- 
henfion  of  Dejigns  againft   'em,    that  never 
were  intended,  and  Evils  that  never  can  hap- 
pen :     Who  have  fpread  their  Flag  of  Sedi- 
tion in  every  Alehoufe  and  Barber's  Shop,  and 
intimated    to    the  Populace,    in    very  plain 
Terms,  That  they  had  no  way  left  of  pre- 
ferring their  Liberty,  if  this  Scheme  mould 
take  place,    but  by  throwing  off  their  Alle- 
giance,   and  that  b fur  reft  ions  and  Murders 
were  but   trifling  Incoiveniencies,    in  com- 
parifon  of  an  Exci/e  upon  Tobacco  and  Wines. 
What  Opinion  fhould  we  have  of  'em,  did  I 
fay?     Nay   rather,    what  Puni/hment  mould 
not  be  inflicled  upon  'em  ?     That  they  rich- 
ly merit   the  Penalty   which  is  incurr'd  by 
Clippers  and   Coiners,  mull  be  allow'd  by  e- 
very  one  who  confiders  the  Nature  of  their 
Offence:    forafmuch   as   coining  falfe  Fearsf 
and  publifing  falje  News,  is  of  as  pernicious 
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Confequence  as  coining  and  publifiing  falfe 
Money  j  and  to  lefTen  the  Image  of  His  Ma- 
jefly's  Government  in  the  Hearts  of  his  People, 
more  det  eft  able  Treafon  than  to  diminijh  the 
Image  of  his  Per/on  upon  a  Piece  of  5/7- 
vcr. 

Qn  the  other  Hand,  as  this  Scheme  is  ap- 
parently calculated  to  fecare  our  Privileges 
and  benefit  our  Commerce  >  fince  it  will  great- 
ly incrcafe  the  publick  Revenue,  without  lay- 
ing any  new  or  additional  Load  on  the  Sub- 
jeB;  fince  ic  will  at  prefent  give  eafe  to  the 
Landholders  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  too 
long  bore  the  Heat  and  Burden  of  the  Day, 
and  may  hereafter  occafion  the  Removal  of 
fuch  Taxes  as  lie  heavieft  on  the  Necejfaries 
of  Life  and  Labour  j  fince  it  will  effectually 
prevent  the  fraudulent  Practice  of  Smuggling 
in  both  thofe  Commodities,  and  that  infernal 
Practice  of  felling  Trap  and  Poifon  under  the 
Name  of  one  of  them  :  As  it  will  fet  the  fair- 
Dealer  in  thefe  Goods  on  a  Level  with  the 
prefent  Oivlers  and  Wine-Brewers,  who  now 
underfel  him,  and  run  away  with  his  Trade, 
and  at  the  lame  time  prevent  a  juft  Tax, 
which  belongs  to  the  Publick,  from  being 
Jikewiie  run  away  with  by  thofe  knavijh 
Practitioners  :  Since  it  will  tend  to  the 
greater  Conjunction  of  our  Home-made  Li- 
quors, to  the  lowering  of  the  Prices  of  feveral 
Articles  of  Food,  and  to  the  mutual  Encou- 
ragement of  the  Merchant  and  Manufacturer, 
the   Tradefman  and   the   Gentleman  5    what 
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publick  Thanks,  nay,  what  publick  Honours 
might  not  the  Projector  and  Promoter  of  this 
Scheme  meritorioufly  lay  claim  to?  My  Voice 
fhould  be  that,  like  Mordecai,  he  mould  ride' 
in  'Triumph  thro'  the  City,  whilft  the  infolenfy 
the  envious  Haman,  fhould  be  oblig'd  to  hold 
his  Stirrup  all  the  way,  and  make  Proclama- 
tion before  him.  Thus  Jhall  it  be  done  to  the 
Man,  whom  the  King  delight eth  to  honour. 

Squat.  You  talk  mighty  well,  Sir .  ex- 
tremely well  indeed.  Tho'  I  can't  help  fay- 
ing that  I'm  forry  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  is  not 
afham'd  to  engage  his  Eloquence  in  fo  curfed 
a  Caufe.  I  don't  wonder  at  your  Osbornes 
your  Walfinghams,  and  your  What-de-CaWems, 
thofe  Hireling  Scriblers,  mercenary  Cormo- 
rants, whofe  Confciences,  like  their  Maws,  can 
digeft  every  thing  their  Lord  and  Majler  is 
pleas'd  to  give  'em.  Such  Vultures  as  they 
are,  who  prey  upon  the  Intrails  of  the  Na- 
tion and  fell  their  Country  with  their  Pens 
for  the  Crumbs  which  fall  from  the  rich  Man's 
Table,  are  infenfible  of  Shame. 

Sir  Andr.  Such,  if  fuch  there  be,  whom 
Indigence  and  Necejjity  oblige  to  fet  their  Seal 
to  a  bad  Caufe,  have  much  lefs  reafon  to  be 
afham'd,  Sir,  than  Men  who,  revelling  in 
Eaje  and  Affluence,  make  Ambition  their  God, 
and  would  give  up  both  their  Country  and 
themfelves  to  Ruin,  rather  than  not  be  re- 
veng'd  of  thofe  who  deprive  'em  of  their  Idol, 

Squat.  I  know  nq  fuch  Perfons,  Sir. 
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Sir  Andr.  But  I  do,  Sir— I  know  a  Gen- 
tleman^ for  Inftance,  whom^ow  know  likewife, 
that  fets  up  for  a  Patriot  meerly  upon  the 
ftrength  of  being  out  of  Place.  One  that's 
for  damning  every  one  elfe,  becaufe  he's  a 
fall'n  Angel  himfelf,  and  fince  he  can't  ob- 
tain the  fole  Direction  of  the  Kingdom,  would 
flick  at  nothing  to  obtain  its  Dejlruclion. 

I  know  another,  Squire,  whom  you  are  but 
too  well  acquainted  with,  that  inftead  of  doing 
Mifchief  for  the  fake  of  Living,  he  only  lives 
for  the  fake  of  Mifchief]  and  whofe  only 
Bufinefs,  and  Joy  of  Heart  is  plac'd  in  plagu- 
ing and  diftreifing  his  Fellow-Creatures.  To 
be  amduous  in  cultivating  Friendjlnps,  only  to 
have  it  the  more  in  his  Power  to  betray  ;  to 
be  continually  fomenting  Broils,  and  Conten- 
tions amongft  Men,  and  Nero  like,  fetting 
the  World  in  a  Flame,  for  no  other  end  but 
to  be  the  Author  of  Confufkn.  To  be  a 
Traitor  without  any  Temptation  to  be  one, 
to  be  a  difmterefied  Incendiary,  are  the  great 
and  peculiar  Distinctions  of  Count  Renegado. 

Squat.  S'death  and  Furies,  Sir  !  what  do 
you  mean  by  abufing  me  at  this  Rate,  and 
the  bejl  Frie?id  I  have  in  the  World  ? 

Sir  Andr.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  neither  you  nor 
any  one  you  have  a  Friend/hip  with,  refemble 
in  the  leaft  the  PiBures  1  have  drawn. 

Squat.  Oh,  Sir,  I'm  too  well  acquainted 
with  Parraleh  and  Innuendo's  not  to  find 
your  Meaning.     And  fince  you  provoke  me 
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to  fpeak  out,  I  here  fwear  to  fatisfy  my  Re- 
venge on  that  hated  Wretch,  or  perifh  in 
the  Attempt.  Life  without  it  will  be  only 
Mifery,  and  therefore  to  the  Grave  I'm  de- 
termin'd  to  purfue  it.  Friends,  Relations, 
King,  Country,  all  Regards  whatever,  I  here 
give  to  the  Wind,  and  to  thee  alone  Envy, 
my  Guardian  Angel,  I  dedicate  my  felf— 
And  fo,  Sir,  your  Servant —  your  Servant. 

Sir  Andr.  Poor  Man!  I  heartily  pity  thee — 
nay,  He  whofe  Dejlruclion  thou  haft  fo  bit- 
terly voivd  would  pity  thee  too,  if  he  faw 
thee  under  the  Scourge  of  fuch  a  PaJJion— 
Envy  is  compounded  of  Impotence  and  Ma- 
lice -j  and  furely  the  Thirft  of  Revenge  with- 
out the  Power  of  fatisfying  it,  is  the  fevereft 
Torture  Revenge  it  felf  could  invent.  Envy 
is  a  Mildew  that  blafts  every  Virtue  in  the 
Bread,  and  turns  the  BleJJing  of  fuperior 
Talents  into  a  Curfe.  Men  of  bright  Parts 
under  the  Direction  of  this  Damon,  like 
Sampfons  Foxes  with  Firebrands  at  their 
Tails,  are  burning  Plagues  both  to  themfehes 
and  their  fellow  Creatures. 
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